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45,000 new childcare places and £40 million for early years education.





Education and Skills Secretary Estelle Morris yesterday announced plans for 45,000 new childcare places – the biggest ever single investment to expand childcare places – and a £40m boost for education for three and four year olds in disadvantaged areas.  � HYPERLINK http://www.dfes.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2001_0316 ��http://www.dfes.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2001_0316� 





New advertising campaign to urge people to 'fill their skills gap'.





A national advertising campaign to encourage take-up of the new foundation degree - a work-based degree qualification backed by industry - was launched last week by Lifelong Learning and Higher Education Minister Margaret Hodge. � HYPERLINK http://www.dfes.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2001_0310 ��http://www.dfes.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2001_0310� 





CBI employment trends survey 2001: Measuring flexibility in the labour market.





This survey, now in its fourth year, analyses flexibility issues plus work/life balance and reward strategies; essential reading for all HR professionals, MDs/CEOs of SME companies, finance directors & controllers, corporate planners and academics alike. £50 to non-members.
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DETR local and regional government research programme announced





This programme contributes research-based information for policy development and evaluation on the major elements of local and regional governance. The budget is £1.57m. You can get all the relevant information in the appropriate DETR Newsletter, including details of new projects, guidance for contractors, a summary of recently competed reports and the local and regional government research publication list. For more on the research programme, email: � HYPERLINK mailto:paul_mccafferty@detr.gsi.gov.uk ��paul_mccafferty@detr.gsi.gov.uk� 














Thought for today








The indispensable first step to getting the things you want out of life is this: decide what you want. 


Ben Stein. University lecturer, Presidential speechwriter, actor and comedy quiz show host. Not many CV's like that - me thinks. 








LSC agree new targets 


 


The new targets are designed to give the LSC a measure of performance in its funded provision for the first three years of its operation, taking the situation in 2000 as the baseline. They include figures for achievement, widening participation and employer engagement. For more info. � HYPERLINK "http://www.uuy.org.uk/projects/post16/lsc-main/lsc_meetings/council_briefings/05Jul01.htm" ��click here�














Conferences/Events


 


Courses


Quality Improvement in Work-Based Learning - 19th September 2001


Vocational Support Programme - Leisure & Tourism - 20 September 2001�With the Learning & Skills Development Agency


Health & Safety for Students in the Workplace - 27 September 2001





Featured national conferences


Basic Skills for adults with learning difficulties or disabilities - 11th September 2001.


A one-day conference organised by the National Institute of Adult Continuing Education


Connecting Finance with Communities: Building Stronger Neighbourhoods - 6th September 


This event is designed to help colleges produce effective action plans and to monitor and evaluate their Standards Fund Activity. For more information contact: � HYPERLINK mailto:info@neilstewartassociates.co.uk ��info@neilstewartassociates.co.uk� 





More info on all of these at: 


� HYPERLINK http://www.swslim.org.uk/events.asp ��www.swslim.org.uk/events.asp�





TOP STATS - 'new strides' from the gents outfitters of UK statistics





Here's a 'must see' site for anyone preparing local bids and local research projects:


http://www.statistics.gov.uk/neighbourhood/home.asp


Looking at an article in the latest newsletter at www.aecf.org where they talk about 'neighbourhoods need to be able to produce, interpret and use data effectively to understand and influence the forces that shape their destiny'. A couple of thoughts occur:


could using data to understand your community needs be a component of community learning/empowerment projects?


could local learning partnerships and others get pilot funding to find ways in which learning/employment data be best assembled/produced to enable deprived neighbourhoods to make informed decisions re: resource allocation? …….. any takers?





Minister for Work at the �HYPERLINK "http://www.dwp.gov.uk"��DfWP� Nick Brown today welcomed the latest Labour Market Statistics, which show strong growth in jobs, high levels of vacancies and a continuing downward trend in unemployment. Employment has reached a new record of 28.18 million, while ILO unemployment has dropped below 5.0 per cent for the first time since records began in 1984. The latest statistics, released by ONS yesterday on Nomis (� HYPERLINK http://www.nomisweb.co.uk ��www.nomisweb.co.uk�), are the first to use the revised Standard Occupational Classification giving more accurate occupational information on new professions. 





Figures from the South West indicate that for the three months to May 2001, the employment rate was at 79.2 per cent, a rise of 0.3 percentage points on a year earlier. The unemployment rate was at 3.6 per cent, a fall of 0.6 percentage points on a year earlier. The claimant count fell in the year to June 2001. Vacancies notified to Jobcentres have risen over the year to June.  South West stats are at: � HYPERLINK http://www.statistics.gov.uk/pdfdir/lmsswest0701.pdf ��http://www.statistics.gov.uk/pdfdir/lmsswest0701.pdf�





New SME Statistics


We have been advised by the Small Business Service that the updated figures for SME statistics for the UK 2000 are now available free of charge from the SBS website. � HYPERLINK http://www.sbs.gov.uk/statistics ��www.sbs.gov.uk/statistics�





Nomis Training Days Announced:


Nomis (now free) gives you access to the most up-to-date and detailed labour market data produced from official sources. Go to:


� HYPERLINK http://nmweb.dur.ac.uk/training/program.html ��http://nmweb.dur.ac.uk/training/program.html� 





 





Preventing social exclusion





This report has been published by the Cabinet Office at: � HYPERLINK http://www.cabinet-office.gov.uk/seu/2001/pse4/PSE%20HTML/summery.htm ��Click Here� 





It sets out a recent history of UK social exclusion and tackles:


Why social exclusion is a priority


Why had social exclusion become so bad


The Governments approach


Results 


The future


This document is particularly useful for linking initiatives such as New Deal and ILA's into broader Government thinking.








Other useful data and reports: 





Work-Based Training for Young People: Data from the England and Wales youth cohort study


� HYPERLINK http://www.info4local.gov.uk/searchreport.asp?id=2248&heading=e-mail+alert ��http://www.info4local.gov.uk/searchreport.asp?id=2248&heading=e-mail+alert� 


An Evaluation of the Union Learning Fund in Year Three


� HYPERLINK http://www.info4local.gov.uk/searchreport.asp?id=2250&heading=e-mail+alert ��http://www.info4local.gov.uk/searchreport.asp?id=2250&heading=e-mail+alert� 


Evaluation of the Neighbourhood Support Fund: Stage one - Briefing note


� HYPERLINK http://www.info4local.gov.uk/searchreport.asp?id=2285&heading=e-mail+alert ��http://www.info4local.gov.uk/searchreport.asp?id=2285&heading=e-mail+alert� 


A Review of the evidence base for regeneration policy and practice. available at: 


� HYPERLINK http://www.info4local.gov.uk/serachreport.asp?id=1690&heading=E-mail+alert ��www.info4local.gov.uk/serachreport.asp?id=1690&heading=E-mail+alert�





New deal for lone parents: Statistics to April 2001





This statistical first release is the latest in a monthly series giving key information on the new deal for lone parents. It includes numbers of starts and leavers and information on gender, disability, ethnic origin, participation, and destinations on leaving. Information is up to the end of April 2001.��HYPERLINK "http://www.info4local.gov.uk/searchreport.asp?id=2102&heading=e%2dmail%20alert"��http://www.info4local.gov.uk/searchreport.asp?id=2102&heading=e-mail+alert�





End Notes





If you have seen any useful resources, are organising any interesting events, wish to discuss common ground, or want to pass on some information through SLIM - contact us at:              � HYPERLINK mailto:a.dean@exeter.ac.uk ��a.dean@exeter.ac.uk� 











SLIM HELPDESK





Need that South West data right away?


Don't know where to turn for skills and learning information?


Want the latest Government statistics and policies for your area?


No problem, simply:





Call THE SLIM HELPDESK on 01392 264850. Or email � HYPERLINK mailto:SLIM@exeter.ac.uk ��SWSLIM@exeter.ac.uk�














Food and drink manufacturing sector - Skills dialogue working paper 





This is the working paper developed to promote an active skills dialogue that will ultimately produce the definitive statement of skills issues and trends impacting upon this sector. Go to: � HYPERLINK http://www.nto-nc.org.uk/newsite99/skillsforesight/skillsdialogues.htm ��www.nto-nc.org.uk/newsite99/skillsforesight/skillsdialogues.htm�





RDA chief moves on





Jill Barrow, Chief Executive of the South West of England Regional Development Agency (RDA) has announced she will be leaving the agency at the end of the year. She first joined the agency in December 1998 before its launch the following Spring. Commenting on her decision, Jill Barrow said: “All the building blocks are in place for the South West RDA to go from strength to strength and to serve the south west region.  I am delighted to have played my part in laying these strong roots."





Equal opportunities and employment 





This North East site has plenty of useful information, links to other relevant sites and signposts best practice. It is available in a number of formats. Go to: � HYPERLINK http://www.fairplay-ne.co.uk ��http://www.fairplay-ne.co.uk� 





Editorial





Lunch, Launch and a Learning Theme


Ben is away enjoying his hard earned holidays, leaving yours truly in charge once again, however predicting that I would seize this opportunity to fill the newsletter with horoscopes and trivia, Ben has left a plethora of important announcements and information that you can't help but find useful ………… but where's the fun in that ………





'Basic Skills in the Workplace'


Has been chosen to be the first of our 'Learning Themes'. Much more on this in the next issue, though it is worth mentioning that we're not at all convinced about the term 'learning theme' and alternative suggestions are welcomed. 





SLIM Launch at Dartington Hall    25th Oct 2001


Rob Smith, Director General of the Regional Co-ordination Unit will be a keynote speaker. Put it in the diary and watch this space. 


� HYPERLINK mailto:B.neild@exeter.ac.uk ��a.dean@exeter.ac.uk� 





NB Our latest Progress Report is now available, insomniacs can find it at:


� HYPERLINK http://www.swslim.org.uk/projectoverview.asp ��www.swslim.org.uk/projectoverview.asp� 





Articles





Public Consultation: Summary of Govt. proposals on fixed term work. 


The EC directive in fixed term work was approved in 1999 and has the aim of preventing fixed term employees from being less favourably treated than similar permanent employees (permanent employees ……. yes I remember them  …… just). 


More at: � HYPERLINK http://www.dti.gov.uk/er/fixed/consult.htm ��www.dti.gov.uk/er/fixed/consult.htm� 





Prime Minister announces voluntary sector review see website. This will consider how the legal framework could better enable organisations to thrive and grow; encourage the development of new types of organisations; and ensure public confidence. � HYPERLINK http://www.cabinet-office.gov.uk/innovation ��� HYPERLINK http://www.cabinet-office.gov.uk/innovation ��www.cabinet-office.gov.uk/innovation��











Recent SLIM news stories





Go to: � HYPERLINK http://www.swslim.org.uk/news.asp ��http://www.swslim.org.uk/news.asp� 





EC Memorandum on Lifelong Learning


As part of a Europe-wide consultation on lifelong learning members are invited to complete on-line


questionnaires on issues including basic skills, human resources, innovation in teaching & learning, and best practice. 





Recommendations for training & skills in SMEs 


The first report of the Small Business Council outlines the skills and training needs of small businesses and offers four recommendations to the SBS on how to improve provision.














