25. Small Firms Enterprise Development Initiative - Employer Learning Network

Nation-wide, began 2001
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This initiative aimed to develop online training/advice for start-ups and micro-businesses. Materials were generated on a range of issues including human resources and legislation and are now hosted on private sector business websites such as BusinessEurope.com, SkillUp and LiveWire. The use such sites (rather than more formal government sites) was to help overcome the resistance which many small firms have to government branded training. The web resources not only offer practical advice but also signpost firms to a range of other initiatives such as IiP, ILAs and Modern Apprenticeships. 

So what

This initiative is interesting in that it provides learning materials directly to SMEs through existing web portals, independently of sector and is a powerful way of disseminating information about the availability of other learning initiatives.

For more information contact Tony Robinson Small Firms Enterprise Development Initiative, PO Box 1753, Sheffield, S11 8WT. Tel 0114 209 6269. http://www.sfedi.co.uk.

