24. Dorset BusinessXChange

South West, began 2001
[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.png]


  

A Business to Business Network created by Business Link Wessex for companies across Hampshire and the Isle of Wight proved so successful that it was extended into Dorset.  From January 2002 the mutual benefits of the BusinessXChange Network are available to the owners and managers of small to medium sized companies from all sectors in Dorset.

The BusinessXChange is a non-profit making high level platform for organisations who want to solve day to day problems and achieve their objectives, irrespective of their size or product.  Since first launched in March 2001 it has brought together 125 businesses, from fruit importers to solicitors, who want to share ideas, trade experiences and build better businesses

By extending the network into Dorset, Business Link Wessex expects overall membership to reach around 200 by March 2002.  To encourage interest it is offering a range of techniques, such as business development planning, a “Business Buddy” mentoring programme, a trading directory and the use of a dedicated website.  There is also a regular programme of company open days and seminars, such as those planned to mark the BusinessXChange’s official launch in Dorset. The DfES has now identified this programme as their No1 Best Practice Case Study for such networks.

So What?

This is a problem-solving network for business leaders that operates independently of sector and size.

To find out more call the Business Link Wessex Advisory Line on 08454 58 85 58 or visit http://www.businesslinkwessex.co.uk/business-exchange. 

