18. Digital Peninsula

South West, began 1999
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This Network brings together individuals and small businesses working in creative and digital industries in Cornwall. Members have access to broadband, news on digital current affairs, discounts, training, skills & knowledge sharing and Internet resources. At the Network Centre in Penzance, members can use high-end professional computer equipment and software. 

The Network was founded in the spring of 1999. It came about because a group of people in the west of Cornwall realised that there were many ICT professionals working in the area and that it would be useful for them to make links with each other. The idea was that a network of digital professionals could benefit its members, who could share work and professional expertise. It could also benefit Cornwall, one of the most attractive and least prosperous counties in the UK, which was then preparing itself for Objective One status. 

The Network grew quickly. It became an unincorporated association in the autumn of 1999 and received a grant from the ERDF which allowed it to employ staff and lease premises. The Network has now become a company limited by guarantee. Many members have made new contacts, developed new skills and found new markets for their work through the Network. Several have gained a higher local profile in feature articles in the local press. A printed directory of members is available and members now have the opportunity to promote their businesses on through the network website. 

The Network Centre in Penzance opened early in 2000 and has been the venue for meetings, seminars and informal networking. Thanks to funding from South West RDA, the Centre is now equipped with a superb range of computers and software, to be used to support members and other local businesses. 

The Network also has a voice in debates about Cornwall's digital future. In July 2000 it produced Catching the Wave, a document that contributed towards the development of an ICT strategy for the county. The Network is represented on the Objective One ICT Task Force and several other local groups and committees that are planning the development of ICT in Cornwall. In 2000 the Network partnered BT in a survey of ICT needs in the area. They continue to campaign for a better telecommunications infrastructure in Cornwall, and their views have received extensive coverage in the local press and on radio and television. 

So what

This is a network of employers from related sectors who work together to share resources, development opportunities and gain a voice in regional development. Improved ICT usage has been central in this strategy and acts as a way of joining people in a primarily rural area.

For further details please contact The Network Centre, 1 & 2 Old Brewery Yard, Bread Street, Penzance, Cornwall, TR18 2SL. Tel. 01736 333700, email office@digitalpeninsula.com, web http://www.digitalpeninsula.co.uk.

