15. Formula Schools
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The Formula Schools scheme raises the profile of engineering within the school environment to engage young people in engineering related activities, providing curriculum delivery infrastructure. The scheme involves groups of pupils in designing, building and racing a petrol engine radio controlled car, learning and using a variety of engineering (and engineering related) generic skills. Schools engage with local businesses which offer funding or resources to help develop their car providing further excellent business experience for the pupils. The Race Day is the highlight of the scheme with all participating schools racing their cars in a true competitive environment. Trophies and many other prizes are awarded.

The evaluation exercise of the Formula Schools scheme has highlighted many strengths, including benefiting young people, the education and business sectors and ultimately the local and national economy. It is seen as a holistic scheme, which provides young people with the opportunity to learn both engineering specialist skills and generic skills meeting the needs of engineering employers.

Overall there is significant support from all the main stakeholders to see the project continue and expand albeit in a controlled manner. There are specific issues with how engineering fits into the structure of the national curriculum, which can be addressed through working with educational bodies to communicate the needs of the engineering industry.

The success of the scheme provides a firm platform to begin expanding the scheme including opening up the opportunity for other regions to participate. However, it is important to manage a central core to ensure the ethos and quality of delivery is maintained.

So what

Through interesting projects in schools, local engineering companies are able to increase the profile of the sector as a career option and develop the next generation of engineers.

For more information please visit http://www.formulaschools.com/ and www.see-photonics.org.uk/schools/fseval.pdf.

